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is correct, the stone epigraph is obviously meant to be set up in the temple of Siva now being excavated^
As such the epigraphical evidence confirms the existence of Siva temple in 12th century. A.D. at Siripuram
and that an official of king Kamarnava-VH gave uritti of a village to this lord Siva of Sripuram.
This inscript'on is important in that it was issued in p.-obably the 9th regnal year of king Kama rnava-VET
and it corresponds to S* 1077. This corroboration ofSaka year with regnal year provides an irrefutable
evidence to the fact that Kamarnava-VII came to the throne about 1146-47 A.D. succeeding his father
Ananta Varma Choda Ganga Deva. The title Srimat Ananta Varma Devara was common to most of the
Ganga kings is known to history and this inscription gives evidence that Kamarnava-VII also had this title
supports the above fact. It is interesting to note that the title, Arirqya Gaja Simka, or Ripu nrpa gaj&
Simha, is represented sculpturally at the top of the inscription by showing a lion pouncing with forepaw
raised, on an elephant in basrelief. Unfortuna cely the actual name of the brtya could not be deciphered
in the inscription. The inscription is much damaged due to constant washing of clothes by the villagers,.
Another inscription on the reverse of this same slone was issued in the year S. 1075 i.e. A. D. 1153, two-
years earlier thai the abov^. The inscription is so badly damaged and it is not possible to make out
any details except the first line.

The last line of this inscription indicates that some vrtti seems to have been granted to the lord Siva
of this very village and the word is intended for the maintenance of the vrtti. The Siva linga, the
contemporary epigraphical evidences, and the sizes of the bricks that went into the construction of
the Siva temple would suggest the period of construction of this temple to around the 12th century A. D.
That Kamarnava-VII had peaceful reign of about 10 years could hav been possible only by the dedicated
service rendered by the faithful servants of marked military prowess, as could be gleaned from a title such as-
Ari raya gqja simha.

Gajulabanda

The village is situated in Nalgonda District near Etoor village. During this year an area of
21 X 21.30m. was cleared on the north-western corner of the hillock to findout the nature and plan of the
structures lying there. As a result, the following structures were unearthed.

(a] Stupa: An early stupa, measuring 9.60 m. in diameter, with a brick platform on its southern
side having a central projection of 1.10 X 1.75 m. as an approach to the stupa, was cleared.

A broken pillar-base, embedded in a square brick platform measuring 1.65 X 1.40 m. was found on.
north-west corner of the stupa at a distance of 0.30 rn. which may probably form part of a pillar still
standing out, which might have some inscription. But unfortunately no trace of this broken shaft
was noticed during the work. A broken pillar of about 1 m. height, having the carvings of half lotus-
medallions and intercepted by octagonal portion, was found lying on the stupa in its southwestern
corner during the clearance of the stupa.

(t) Vihara: As the scope of the excavation is limited only the western portion cf the vihara, lying
beside the stupa was laid bare, which revealed the plan of the vihara partially with five pillar bases north to*